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I. Introduction

A. Set the Mood



1. Reflective lead with a quote of individualism


2. Reflect on society’s labels and tie it into existentialism
3. Setting context: Summarize existentialism and its common themes. Also, summarize and relate to plot of the Stranger and the Truman show.
4. Thesis Statement: Meursault and Truman reach existential freedom by experiencing different alienation and nothingness from the world around them.

II. Body of Supporting Paragraphs


A. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: As the plot develops in both stories, Meursault and Truman         experience existential alienation whether if the people alienated them or they alienated themselves from the people.
2. Example: For example, “Everything was happening without my participation. My fate was being decided without anyone so much as asking my opinion” (Camus 98).
3. Explanation: This shows, everyone involved in Meursault’s case alienated Meursault from his own case because they didn’t accept his views.


4. Example: For example,  Truman starts to realize life is fake.
5. Explanation: This shows, Truman starts to alienate himself from society because he felt the whole world was revolving around him.

B. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: After feeling alienation, Meursault and Truman started to transform to nothing.
2. Example: For example,  “It was as if I had waited all this time for this moment and for the first light of this dawn to be vindicated. Nothing, nothing mattered, and I knew why” (121).
3. Explanation: This shows, after the long days in jail, Meursault starts realizing nothing mattered.
4. Example: For example,  After the hard, beating storm, Truman reaches nothingness once the storm ended.
5. Explanation: This shows, Truman reached nothingness. The storm stripped him from everything until he was near death.

C. Supports Structure of Thesis:

1. Statement: After reaching existential alienation and nothingness, Meursault arrived to existential freedom towards the end of his life.
2. Example: For example,  “What really counted was the possibility of escape, a leap to freedom, out of the implacable ritual, a wild run for it that would give whatever chance for hope there was” (109).
3. Explanation: This shows, knowing his freedom was gone,  Meursault can’t help but want to be free. It is a natural desire to want to live. Meursault accepts that his life is coming to an end but he still can’t help but want freedom. He is reaching existential freedom because he will soon accept it all.
4. Example: For example,  “As if that blind rage had washed me clean, rid me of hope; for the first time, in that night alive with signs and stars, I opened myself to the gentle indifference of the world. Finding it so much like myself—so like a brother, really—I felt that I had been happy and that I was happy again” (122).
5. Explanation: This shows, reached existential freedom

D. Supports Structure of Thesis:



1. Statement: Truman reaches his freedom.
2. Example: For example, After the storm ended, Truman became free in his mind. 


3. Explanation: This shows, reaches existential freedom
4. Example: For example, Truman receives physical freedom as when he exits the set.
5. Explanation: This shows, Truman is now a true individual. He has existential and physical freedom.
III. Conclusion


A. Close the Mood

1. Restatement of Thesis: Through existential alienation and nothingness, Meursault and Truman reach existential freedom.
2. Explanation: Meursault and Truman reach their own authentic existential freedom.
3. Analogy: Existential freedom is like being free as a bird in the open blue sky.
